Police station site tops agenda

Committees, town examining 3 plots
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NORTH BROOKFIELD— When the Police Department finally vacates a former pub in the basement of 13 Summer St., it could have a new address at 10 Grove St., 55 School St. or 14 South Common St. 

All of these potential addresses for the $3.1 million building are on the 5.9-acre North Brookfield Downtown Development Project site. Which parcel is chosen will be the topic of a meeting at 6:30 p.m. Monday, when the nine-member Police Building Committee and the development committee meet in the high school cafeteria. 

James J. Foyle, chairman of the Board of Selectmen, which is spearheading the project on the site of the former Aztec Industries-Asbestos Textile complex, would like to see the station built on the South Common Street side of the parcel, leaving Grove Street and School Street frontage for future business development. 


Police Chief Aram Thomasian Jr. says he would like the police station on Grove Street or School Street, where it would be more visible. 

Eric Hevy, building committee co-chairman, said the panel is developing a scope of services for both a project manager and a combined architect-engineer-licensed site professional. 

“We’re hoping to have (them) on board by early to mid-March, to begin the design phase of the project,” he said. 

Before then, he said, the committee needs to determine where on the Aztec site the police station will be built. 

Chief Thomasian said the preliminary design for the 8,000-square-foot building and adjoining parking had a footprint of about two acres. He said the footprint of the final project may be smaller, but that would be something for the building committee to decide with the architect. 

Mr. Hevy said the committee strongly favors having the police station front on Grove Street, near a town housing project. 

“We’ve gotten feedback from Planning Board members, and it’s their recommendation of where the building should be built,” he said. 

According to Mr. Hevy, the Police Building Committee selected the site closer to South Common Street than School Street primarily because the selectmen had indicated they wanted frontage on Grove and School streets that would be “more marketable” for a business sharing the site. 

“Nothing is etched in stone at this point, and we’ll discuss this Monday with the Downtown Development committee,” Mr. Hevy said. 

Among other questions to be resolved, the chief said, is the size of the parcels across from the Quabaug Corp. plant. The Aztec fact sheet on the town Web site lists the parcels as 5.9 acres, but Sheila A. Buzzell, town assessor, said the collective parcels amount to 4.43 acres. 

Mr. Hevy said he’s heard several figures mentioned for the size of the property, ranging from 4-1/2 to nearly 6 acres, but said he has not seen a definitive number. 

Mr. Foyle said the Downtown Development Project is in “a holding pattern,” waiting for an answer as to whether the site will be approved for a Chapter 21e environmental exemption. 

“Different rules apply,” Mr. Foyle said, “based on whether the town acquired the property from the bankrupt Aztec Industries through a taking for unpaid property taxes, or by eminent domain. 

“DEP’s decision on the 21e exemption is significant,” he said, “because that determines who is ultimately responsible for the property.” 

The Aztec site has residual asbestos contamination in the soil. The manufacturing buildings were razed and the site was initially cleaned up seven years ago with Community Development Block grant money and Environmental Protection Agency grants. 

Mr. Foyle said it was his recollection that the property was taken for back taxes. 

“We had anticipated spending EPA’s $200,000 grant to continue the remediation of the property. I wanted that done as quickly as possible, but nothing can be done until this legal quagmire is resolved,” he said. 

Edmund J. Colletta, spokesman for the DEP, said a decision on the exemption will be mailed to the town Friday. 

“Regardless of the decision, by virtue of the fact that the town is going to be building a police station on the site, ultimately (that) makes the town responsible for the site,” he said. 

Mr. Foyle said the Downtown Development Committee had hoped to put the police station on the north end, near South Common Street, with a road out to Grove Street 

“Given the varied issues that we’re facing, our goal is to make lemonade out of lemons, and come up with the best possible scenario for the town,” Mr. Foyle said. 

He said the Development Committee would be meeting Jan. 22 with Lynn Tokarczyk of Business Development Stategies, a government incentives consultant, to determine how best to promote these types of properties. 

Mr. Foyle said Ms. Tokarczyk was a former regional director for the Massachusetts Office of Business Development. 



